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History of              

Vietnam 

 Veterans Day 

The Vietnam War was a lengthy and costly conflict between Laos, Cambo-
dia, and Vietnam. It occurred from November 1, 1955, to April 30, 1975 — 
a total of 19 years before the fall of Saigon. As Vietnam’s principal ally, the 
participation of the U.S. significantly determined the fate of the war. In 
1961, former U.S. President John F. Kennedy sent a team to Vietnam to re-
port their conditions. It was found that there was an American buildup of 
economic, military, and technical aid to Ngo Dinh Diem to defeat the Viet 
Cong. Due to the “domino theory,” which suggests that if one Southeast 
Asian country falls, the others will follow, Kennedy increased the American 
aid in Vietnam. By 1962, the U.S. military presence in the country reached 
up to 9,000 troops. 

By March 1965, U.S. aid continued in Vietnam with the support of Lyndon 
Johnson, Kennedy’s successor. By June of the same year, American troops 
reached 82,000. A month later, 100,000 more troops were delegated, and 
100,000 more a year later. By November 1967, the number of U.S. troops 
reached 500,000: however, 15,058 were killed, and 109,527 were wounded. 

On November 5, 1969, there was a massive anti-war movement in Washing-
ton. More than 250,000 Americans participated, calling for the withdrawal 
of military troops from Vietnam. On March 29, 1973, U.S. President Rich-
ard Nixon officially withdrew the American combat forces from Vietnam. A 
year later, the first Vietnam Veterans Day was held. 

mailto:vfwrodeopost@fairpoint.net
mailto:vfwrodeopost@fairpoint.net


 

2 

Featured in This Issue:                             
Vietnam Veterans Day ........…….......1  
Commander Corner    ........………….2                             
Did You Know……....………...…….2 
Auxiliary Established.………   ……..2    
Action Corps.. ....................................3 
PACTACT Info……….……………..4 
Standdown Tacoma .....……...……....5                    
Auxiliary News…….…………..…....6   
Women in History……………..…….7           
Calendar………………………...…...8                       

C o m m a n d e r ’ s  C o r n e r  

Hello comrades!                                                            

I hope that your February was excellent. We were 

able to distribute the rest of the beef that Dr. 

Olav Opedal donated to veterans in a very suc-

cessful potluck on Valentine’s Day. Thank you to 

everyone who showed up! 

I was able to attend WDVA trainings and learn of 

additional resources for veterans. I look forward 

to discussing plans for the future at our next 

meeting on March 14th. The potluck begins at 

5:30 pm and meeting will begin at 6:30. If you 

have anything you would like to see on the agen-

da, please email me by March 7th so that I can 

include it. 

If you are interested in coordinating commu-

nity events or learning how you can volun-

teer please reach out.  

See you in March!!! 

Kristin Ashley 

Established in 1914, members of the Veterans of For-
eign Wars of the United States Auxiliary (Formally 
the Ladies Auxiliary) set out to serve the veterans of 
this country and our communities in honor of the 
sacrifices and commitment of every man and woman 
who has served in uniform. The VFW Auxiliary is one 
of the nation’s oldest veterans’ service organizations 
and our members are the relatives of those who 
served in a location of foreign conflict. Nearly 
470,000 members in more than 3,500 Auxiliaries na-
tionwide, plus three foreign-based Auxiliaries, volun-
teer millions of hours and fundraise millions of dol-
lars for charitable projects that benefit veterans, mil-
itary service personnel and their families.  
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Independent Budget Released:                                                              
Leading veterans service organizations (VSOs) –– Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), DAV (Disabled American Veter-

ans), and Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) –– have released The Independent Budget (IB) Veterans Agenda for 

the 118th Congress. This report serves as a roadmap to ensure VA is fully funded and capable of carrying out its 

mission to serve veterans and their families, both now and in the future. “For over 30 years, the IBVSOs have coau-

thored the IB, offering substantive solutions and policy recommendations to ensure the timely delivery of special-

ized health care, as well as appropriate earned benefits for the men and women who served,” said VFW Legislative 

Director Pat Murray. “With this year’s report now complete, it is imperative that Congress and VA work together, 

along with VSOs and other stakeholders, to put veterans’ needs on the top of their list.”                                     

VFW Joins Give an Hour Advisory Group:                                              
The VFW recently joined Give an Hour’s Veteran Workforce Advisory Group to develop strategies that meet the 

needs of veterans in today’s workforce. Recognizing that so much has changed over the last three years, this col-

lective effort aims to improve the quality of life for veterans, families, employers, and the community. As part of 

this project, the VFW encourages veterans to complete a survey that is designed to determine best practices for 

creating a workplace environment that supports emotional well-being.                                                                            

Senate Hearing on VA Nominee:                                                              
The Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs held a hearing to consider the nomination of Joshua D. Jacobs to be 

the VA under secretary for benefits. The Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) is the entity within VA that admin-

isters the department’s programs that provide financial and other assistance to veterans, their dependents, and 

survivors. Some of the notable programs VBA is responsible for are disability compensation, education, home loan 

guarantee, and employment. “I am honored and humbled to be nominated to serve as under secretary for bene-

fits at the Department of Veterans Affairs. I am grateful to President Biden, Secretary McDonough, and Deputy 

Secretary Remy for their trust in my ability to serve in this important role,” said Jacobs. If confirmed, the VFW will 

look forward to working with Mr. Jacobs in his new role to further enhance and protect benefits for all veterans. 

Watch the hearing. Education Information: For any service member or veteran looking to pursue their education 

goals through the use of the GI Bill, there is an important tool offered by VA. The GI Bill Comparison Tool allows 

users to compare different programs and institutions. In the past few years, some student veterans have been im-

pacted by the abrupt closures of the schools they were attending. These schools were using predatory business 

practices and had numerous complaints against them. The tool gives users the ability to check the schools they 

wish to attend and provides up-to-date data received from current and past students. This information can help GI 

Bill users make better, more informed decisions about where to attend school, and hopefully avoid programs that 

offer little to no value.                                                                                                                                                                   

MIA Update:                                                                                                 
The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency announced one new identification for a service member who has been 

missing and unaccounted-for from World War II. -- Army Pvt. Leroy M. Slenker, 28, was a member of the 75th Ord-

nance Depot Company, when Japanese forces invaded the Philippine Islands in December 1941. Intense fighting 

continued until the surrender of the Bataan peninsula in April 1942 and of Corregidor Island in May 1942. Inter-

ment services are pending. 
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Visit PACTActInfo.org                                                 
VFW provides PACT Act resources on new website January 20, 
2023   

Recently, VFW launched a new website to help veterans connect with 
a VFW-Accredited Service Officer. 

The VFW official website, PACTActInfo.org, provides a streamlined re-
ferral process to veterans wanting to submit a disability claim related to 
the Honoring Our PACT Act. Visitors of PACTActInfo.org can expect a 
simple screening process that only requires a veteran to: 

Give their name 

Provide a mailing address 

Give location and time of military service 

List suspected or diagnosed conditions. 

“Through the short series of questions, veterans can determine wheth-
er they’re likely eligible for VA benefits and request to be contacted by 
a VFW Accredited Service Officer,” said VFW Adjutant General Dan 
West. “Our system will capture their answers and generate a referral.” 

West said veterans can expect contact from a VFW service officer 
“within one week” of submitting an online form. 

Visitors can find out how they can help with VFW’s mission by clicking 
on “JOIN OUR EFFORTS” at the top right of the screen. Users also 
can learn some of the benefits created under the Honoring Our PACT 
Act.  

“Making PACTActInfo.org available is just phase one of our large-scale 
effort to make certain every veteran meets with us,” West said. “We’ll 
soon start nationwide promotion and will need your help getting the 

word out.” Want to know how this will affect your benefits? What does it 
mean to have a presumptive condition for toxic exposure?  Click here for our 
PACT Act Quick Guide, Call 800-698-2411 (TTY: 711) or visit https://
www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/ 

https://pactactinfo.org/
https://pactactinfo.org/
https://pactactinfo.org/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTQuNzE1MzQyMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZmlsZXMvMjAyMy0wMi9QQUNUX0FjdF9RdWlja19HdWlkZV8yMDIzLTAyLnBkZiJ9.YBSk-AP6clUVD3wW4yC
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTQuNzE1MzQyMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvZmlsZXMvMjAyMy0wMi9QQUNUX0FjdF9RdWlja19HdWlkZV8yMDIzLTAyLnBkZiJ9.YBSk-AP6clUVD3wW4yC
tel:8006982411
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTQuNzE1MzQyMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvcmVzb3VyY2VzL3RoZS1wYWN0LWFjdC1hbmQteW91ci12YS1iZW5lZml0cy8ifQ.wbksCV4U4VD0R2oVpEIO2
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTQuNzE1MzQyMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy52YS5nb3YvcmVzb3VyY2VzL3RoZS1wYWN0LWFjdC1hbmQteW91ci12YS1iZW5lZml0cy8ifQ.wbksCV4U4VD0R2oVpEIO2
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The Veterans Resource Fair was conceived by veterans who realized the veteran community desperately needed a 
safe space to connect with other veterans and receive information and connection to services available specifically 
to the veteran community. 

The Veteran Resource Fair is a community partnership between various veteran-owned agencies, nonprofits, and 
federal, state, and local county agencies whose aim is to provide an annual and reliable space where Pierce, King, 
Kitsap, and Thurston Counties Veterans and their families can obtain direct connections and information to many 
different types of veteran-specific programs and resources, to include: 

• Veteran Administration (VA) Benefits 

• Community Services 

• Services for Unhoused Veterans / At Risk 

• Medical Screenings and Dental Resources 

• Community Reintegration Services 

• Employment / Apprenticeship / Training and Vocational Opportunities 

• Educational Benefits 

• Female and Non-binary Veteran Resources 

• Financial Education / Assistance 

• Housing / Home Ownership Resources 

• Disability Claims / Benefits 

• Legal Services 

This is a FREE event for ALL veterans, active duty, and their families. 
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VFW AUXILIARY OFFICERS  

2022-2023 

Cindy Ness, President 

Amanda Jaquins, Senior Vice President 

Diana Cyr, Junior Vice President 

Cindy Ness, Secretary 

Joy Silva, Treasurer  

Linda Hopper, Conductress & Guard 

Debbie Evans, Chaplain 

Debbie Evans, 3-Year Trustee 

Roberta Whaley, 2-Year Trustee 

Linda Hopper, 1-Year Trustee 

VFW Auxiliary News 

Our monthly meeting day is the SECOND Tuesday 
of each month, with our next meeting January 
13th.  The meeting starts at 6:30 p.m.  

Again, we did not have a quorum for our Febru-
ary meeting, but that will not stop us from work-
ing on our community service projects!  

We continue to focus on projects for community service, which in-
clude tray favors for Prestige Rehab Center for the upcoming holi-
days. Joy Silva has made Shamrocks for Saint Patrick’s Day in 
March. Joy and Cindy are working on crocheted crosses for Easter 
in April. We are working on finding a great tray favor for July for our 
rehab center folks. Our Flag Retirement Project is still slated to be 
in early March.  

I encourage those who wish to support our veterans to come to our 
Auxiliary meetings and would encourage you to become active 
members. We need your help 
to accomplish these goals.   

Blessings and have a great 
March!  

 

Cindy Ness, President 

 

Women in World War II Military 

In addition to factory work and other home front jobs, approximately 350,000 women 
joined the Armed Services, serving at home and abroad.  

In May 1942, Congress instituted the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps, later upgraded 
to the Women’s Army Corps, which had full 
military status. Its members, known as 
WACs, worked in more than 200 non-
combatant jobs stateside and in every thea-
ter of the war. By 1945, there were more 
than 100,000 WACs and 6,000 female offic-
ers. In the Navy, members of Women Ac-
cepted for Volunteer Emergency Service 
(WAVES) held the same status as naval re-
servists and provided support stateside. The 
Coast Guard and Marine Corps soon fol-
lowed suit, though in smaller numbers. 

 

 

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/legislation-creating-the-womens-army-corps-becomes-law


 

7 

Women in World War II Military continued… 

 

One of the lesser-known roles women played in the war effort was provided by the 
Women’s Airforce Service Pilots, or WASPs. These women, each of whom had al-
ready obtained their pilot’s license prior to service, became the first women to fly 
American military aircraft. 

They ferried planes from factories to bases, transporting cargo and participating in 
simulation strafing and target missions, accu-
mulating more than 60 million miles in flight 
distances and freeing thousands of male U.S. 
pilots for active duty in World War II. 

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii
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 SUNDAY   MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY SATURDAY  

 

 

       1 

Lunch                  
Noon to 2pm                            

 

  

 2                      3               4 

5                                                        6                                        7                     8                      
Lunch                  
Noon to 2pm                            

                                            

9                                              10                              11 

 

12                      

Daylight Saving 
Time Begins                                                              

13                           

 

                                    

14                   
Post & Auxiliary 
Potluck 5:30 pm   
Business Mtg 
6:30 pm                                                                   

15 

Post Dinner 6 PM              

 

                    

16              17                
St. Patrick’s 
Day 

18                         

          

19                        
Iraq War      
Begins (2003)                         

20 Spring Begins                                           

Flag  Retirement 
Palmero Park                   

21                     
Flag  Retirement 
Palmero Park                   

                           

22                          
Lunch Noon to 
2pm                                                                                                                  

 

23                        24 Kosovo 
Campaign 
Began (1999)                    

25                              

  26             

 

 

  27     28                                                 29                        
National Vietnam 
War Veterans Day 
(2017) 

                                                                                            

 30                                                                          31             
Somalia 
Campaign 
Ended (1995)                 

 

                  

   March 2023  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       

District 7 Meeting April 15th, 2022 @ East Wenatchee Post 3617 1:00 p.m.                         
102nd WA Department Convention, June 14-18, 2023, Spokane, WA.                                  
124th National Convention, Phoenix, AZ. July 22-27, 2023 

                                                                      

Future 
Events 


